
 After the Civil War, Charles I was put on trial and executed. There were 
four main factors why he was executed: 
 

1. Charles I—Parliament couldn’t trust Charles as he tried to 

escape prison and work with Scotland. 

2. New Model Army— The New Model Army were very 

powerful after the Civil War and made sure everyone in 

parliament also wanted Charles executed. 

3. Rump Parliament—The Rump Parliament was what was left 

after the New Model Army removed any MP that didn’t 

agree with them. The remaining MPs voted for Charles’ 

execution. 

4. Trial of Charles I—Charles refused to take part in the trial 

believing a king could not be trialled.  
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(1) What was the main cause of the English Civil War?  

• After the Civil War, England became a commonwealth led by Oliver 

Cromwell. In some ways he was very different to a monarch, but in 

other ways he was similar. 

Similarities:  

• Cromwell believed he had been chosen by God to rule. 

• Cromwell closed parliament when he felt they were not 

doing as he wanted.  

Differences: 

• Cromwell did not want to be a king. His aim was to have a 

parliament that did God’s work.    

• Cromwell wore plain clothes and did want to display his 

status through his appearance.    

(6) Why were Kings back in fashion by 1660?  

• When Oliver Cromwell 

died, his son, Robert 

Cromwell took charge. 

Robert Cromwell did not 

have the respect of the 

New Model Army or 

Parliament.  

• By 1660, many people in 

England wanted a King 

back in charge. However, 

before Charles II (Charles 

I’s son) was restored as King, he had to agree to certain 

compromises to ensure that he would not become like his 

father.  

• The Restoration of the monarchy was complete in 1660 and 

England has been a monarchy ever since. 

(5) How did life change during the Commonwealth?  (4) How different was the Commonwealth to the Monarchy ?  

(3) What led to Charles I’s execution?  

• The English Civil War was fought between the Royalists 

(supporters of Charles I) and the Parliamentarians (loyal to 

Parliament). There were thee main causes of the English Civil War: 

1. The Divine Right of Kings—the belief that God chose that 

person to be King and the King should have complete 

control.  

2. 11 Years of Tyranny—Charles closed Parliament and ran 

England for eleven years without them.  

3. Grand Remonstrance— A document given to Charles I from 

Parliament that demanded 

Parliament controlled 

certain things.  

• Cromwell wanted to establish a puri-

tan way of life.   

• Some of the changes Cromwell and 

the Commonwealth made to every 

day life included: banning Christmas, 

theatres and wearing make-up as 

they were not in the Bible. 

• Cromwell also allowed some reli-

gious freedoms during the Common-

wealth, including allowing Jewish 

people to return to England after 

they were banned during the Middle Ages. 

There were four factors why the Parliamentarians won the Civil War: 

1. Leadership—The Royalists were led by the young Prince Rupert 

who could not control his soldiers. 

2. New Model Army— Parliament improved its army by paying them, 

giving them a uniform and training them to fight. 

3. Scotland—Parliament was joined by Scot-

land in fighting against Charles I ‘s men in 

the North of England. 

4. Areas of Control—Parliament controlled ar-

eas of England that were richer, had more 

people and grew more food than the land 

owned by the Royalists.  

1641-1652 The English Civil War is taking place in England.  1649 Charles I is executed. 

Commonwealth  A country not run by a monarchy.  

Puritan 

An extreme protestant who believed 

churches should be plain and that prayer and 

Bible reading should take place everyday. 


