
 

Many religious people have to use texts and stories from the Bible and 
Qur’an and interpret these as there aren’t any specific passages on 
cloning in either. Many Christians and Muslims believe in the Sanctity 
of Life. This means that life is given by God and therefore, really spe-
cial. This would mean that we should not create human clones for 
things such as ‘spare parts’ as it devalues human life.  

Views on animal rights differ amongst different religious people. Some 
Christians believe that they were told in the Bible to ‘rule over the birds 
of the sky and the fish of the sea’. This means that humans can use  ani-
mals to help them, but not mistreat them. They may say this because 
in the Bible it says that humans were ‘made in the image of God’ show-
ing that humans are more important that animals. Other Christians  
reject this and believe that all beings have a soul so should all be     
treated equally. 
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Ethical Theory 
Ethical theories attempt to clarify what is right 

and wrong and teach us how we should act.  

Natural Law Theory 
An ethical theory established by St Thomas 
Aquinas which focusses on doing good and 

 Situation Ethics 
Situation Ethics was created by Joseph Fletcher.  

Fletcher believed what was right and wrong 
depended upon the individual’s situation and the 

Act Utilitarianism 
An ethical theory, established by Jeremy 

Bentham, which states that an action that brings 
the greatest amount of happiness to the greatest 

Cloning  
Cloning is a scientific method by which 

genetically identical copies are made of animals 
or plants. 

Therapeutic Cloning Cloning for medical purposes. 

Reproductive 
Cloning  

Cloning to produce offspring. 

Animal Rights  
The rights of animals to live free from human 

exploitation and abuse.  

Embryo  
An unborn offspring from the 2nd-8th week after 

the sperm meets the egg.  

Animal Welfare Act 
2006 

A legal act that makes it an offence to cause 
unnecessary suffering to any animal.  

Animal Testing  
Procedures performed on living animals to assess 

whether new medicines are effective.  

Dolly the Sheep 
The first animal coned through reproductive 

cloning in 1996.  

Stewardship 
A Christian belief that they have a duty to look 

after animals as the Bible tells them to.  

Cloning - Different Types 
1. Therapeutic cloning - using cloning technology for medicinal 
purposes. 
 

One example is to use a person's DNA to clone a persons cells to 
replace lost ones in the body. Therapeutic Cloning can be used to 
create stem cells. These stem cells can then be used to create every cell 
in the body. For example, if a person is paralysed, then new nerve cells 
may replace damaged ones. 

 

2. Reproductive cloning - The use of cloning techniques to produce 
a baby or offspring.  

‘Dolly the Sheep’ is an example of a successful clone. Reproductive 
Cloning can be used to clone individuals who have passed away. This 
may even, one day, mean that animals who have become extinct may 
live once more. 

Cloning—For and Against  

 

Animal Testing—For and Against  

 

For  Against  

 May support individuals who 
have fertility issues.  

 Allows animals that have be-
come extinct to have another 
chance.  

 Only embryos that are ‘left 
over’ from IVF are used. 

 Use of embryos may not be 
ethical as some consider life 
to begin as soon as the sperm 
meets the egg.  

 It devalues human life.  

 Only God should make life.  

Ethical Theory Recap Key information 

Natural Law 
Theory  

(St. Thomas 
Aquinas) 

‘Do good and avoid 
evil’ (Synderisis).  

1. Preservation of Life. 
2. Continuation of Human 

Species. 
3. Education of Children. 
4. Live in an Ordered        

Society. 
5. Worship God. 

Utilitarianism  

(Jeremy  

Bentham) 

‘Greatest good for 
the greatest number 
of people’. Quantita-
tive & hedonistic.  

Hedonic Calculus: Intensity, 
Duration, Certainty, Propin-
quity, Fecundity, Purity, Ex-
tent.  

Situation Ethics 
(Joseph  

Fletcher)  

‘Do the most loving 
thing in each situa-
tion’  

4 working principles: 
1. Pragmatism 
2. Personalism 
3. Relativism 
4. Positivism.  

Religious Perspectives  

For  Against  

 Used to help develop life sav-
ing medicine.  

 Even drugs used to save ani-
mals need to be tested on 
animals.  

 Animals seem to have less 
intelligence, reason and un-
derstanding than humans.  

 Animals are too different to 
humans anyway.  

 Science is so advanced that 
there must be kinder alterna-
tives.  

 Animals feel pain—why is 
their pain any less than ours? 


