
 

 

 

 

 

 

Halifax is a town located in the North of England. It is in the centre of 

the UK. It is in the country of West Yorkshire situated between  

Manchester and Leeds. It is 4 miles north of the M62  motorway which 

connects Manchester and Leeds. Halifax is in the south-eastern corner 

of the moorland region called the South Pennines. The River Calder 

runs through Halifax. 

• In the 19th and early 20th century Halifax was a booming industrial 

town during the revolution. The town’s economy was heavily 

based in the secondary sector. Evidence of this can be seen 

looking at the many mills shown on old maps. Halifax was famous 

for manufacturing confectionary, producing wool, carpets, machine 

tools and beer. 

• In the second half of the 20th century, the manufacturing industry 

in the UK faced a long and steady decline, Halifax was no 

exception. As goods could be produced much cheaper abroad, 

many mills and factories closed for good in Halifax. 

• This decline left Halifax with ugly scars on the landscape with 

derelict empty buildings and urban wasteland. The MP reported to 

parliament in 1982 that the number of unemployed in the town 

exceeded 6,000 people and had recently increased by 180%. 

 

Geography—How has Halifax changed over time?  Year 7         Term 2 

Where is Halifax? 

How did Halifax decline? 

 

Trinity TV 

For more help, visit Trinity TV and watch the following 

videos: 

Trinity TV > Year 7 > Geography > Term 2 > How has 

Halifax changed over time? 

How has Halifax been regenerated?  

• Since the 1980s, Halifax has undergone several regeneration 

projects, all designed to boost the local economy and revitalise the 

quality of the environment after the affects of de-industrialisation. 

• Funds for the regeneration have come from the government’s 

Single Regeneration Budget, European URBAN II from the 

European Union the governments Home Office Community 

Cohesion Fund.  

Examples include: 

• Dean Clough mills which was once the largest carpet 

manufacturer in the world and employed over 1,250 workers before 

it shut down in the 1980s and has since been regenerated to house 

150 large and small businesses, art venues such as the Crossley 

Gallery and Viaduct Theatre, Phoenix Radio 96.7 FM and Lloyds 

Banking Group offices. 

• The Piece Hall which was built in 1779 to trade textiles had £19 

million spent on its conservation and transformation into a brand 

new commercial and cultural centre for Halifax. 

Regeneration of the Piece Hall and Dean Clough  

What can we do with degraded land in Halifax?

• New businesses can invest money into regenerating degraded land.  

• This can allow the area to be improved and derelict buildings 

regenerated for a new use.  

• New businesses can provide many opportunities for residents in 

Halifax. They can provide job opportunities for people to earn a 

higher income. This will benefit the area through the positive 

economic multiplier effect.  

Positive economic multiplier effect 

Businesses invest 

in an area. 

This provides job 

opportunities. 

New businesses are  

attracted to invest. 

More money can be spent 

in the local area. 


