
 

4 Aug 1914 
The German Army launches the Schlieffen 
Plan. 

23 Aug 1914 
The BEF help to stop the German army at 
Mons. 

21 Feb 1916 The Battle of Verdun begins. 

1 July 1916 The Battle of the Somme begins. 

6 April 1917 The US declares war on Germany. 

21 Mar 1918 
The German Army launches the Spring 
Offensive. 

8 Aug 1918 
The Allies launch the Hundred Days 
Campaign. 

11 Nov 1918 The Armistice is signed. 

Allies 
A united group of nations or individuals working 
together. ‘The Allies’ was the name of Britain, 
France, Russia, Italy and the USA in the FWW. 

British 
Expeditionary 
Force (BEF) 

The name of the British Army in 1914. This had 
around 250,000 members in 1915. 

Stalemate 
A position where neither side can move 
forward.  

Attrition  
The tactic of reducing the strength of an army 
by constantly attacking and wearing it down.  

Bombardment 
A continuous attack with bombs, shells, or other 
missiles.  

Artillery 
Long range guns which fire large, metal shells, 
on land. They fire from large distances.  

U-Boat 
A German submarine used in the First and 
Second World Wars.  

RMS Lusitania 
A US passenger ship that was sunk in 1915. It 
was secretly carrying supplies to Britain.   

Blockade 
Sealing off a location to stop supplies from 
entering.  

Armistice 
An agreement made by opposing sides in a war 
to stop fighting.   

 

The Schlieffen 
Plan 
1914 

The Schlieffen Plan was a German plan to 
avoid the heavily defended French border and 
capture Paris by going through Belgium. The 
plan was to defeat France in 6 weeks before 
the Russian army mobilised. This failed and 
led to the involvement of Britain.  

The Battle of  
Verdun  

1916 

The Battle of Verdun was a 10 month battle 
between the German and French armies.  The 
Germans began the war of attrition. Around 
360,000 German and 340,000 French soldiers 
died. 

The Battle of 
the Somme 

1916 

The Battle of the Somme lasted for 5 months 
and began with a 7 day bombardment of 
German trenches. In total, there were around 
500,000 British casualties, 430,000 French 
and 600,000 German. The first day of this 
battle is considered the bloodiest in British 
History. 

 

What caused the First World War? 

• The were many causes of the First World War. We  can use 
MAIN to remember them: Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism 
and Nationalism. 

 
• Militarism: Armies in Europe began to grow at the beginning 

of the twentieth century. For example, the German army grew 
by 60%. 

 
• Alliances: Europe was made up of two opposing alliances: 

The Triple Entente and the Triple Alliance. Each alliance 
offered support to their allies. For example, in Morocco in 
1905, the British and French humiliated the German Kaiser by 
ensuring he received no control over Morocco. 

The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

• The Assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand  
was a key spark to war. Gavrilo Princip, a member of the  
Serbian Nationalism group, The Black Hand, assassinated 
the Archduke on 28th June 1914  alongside his wife Sophie. 

 
• This led to Austria seeking revenge when they gave the 

Serbian government an ultimatum which they could not agree 
to. After this was rejected, Austria-Hungary declared war. 

How did the Allies win the First World War? 

• Germany adopted a policy of unrestricted submarine warfare. 
This policy sank many American ships . When Germany 
continued with this policy in 1917, the USA declared war on 
Germany. 

 
• The involvement of the US led to 1 million fresh troops 

arriving in France by 1918 as well as equipment like tanks 
and machine guns.  

 
• The British blockade of Germany began in 1914 and ended in 

1919. The idea was to stop the amount of food and supplies 
entering Germany by sea.  This led to the population of Berlin 
starving and mutiny from sailors in the North.  

 
• The German Spring Offensive failed as the naval blockade 

meant they were unable to find supplies.  German storm 
troopers were left searching for food instead of fighting. The 
failure of this attack led to the Hundred Days Campaign 
where the Allies took back France and marched into 
Germany.  
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Trinity TV 

For more help, visit Trinity TV and watch the following 

videos: 

Trinity TV >  Year 8 > History > The First World War 


